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world of wine and food on the
very soil in which its ingredients
are grown. Hoofing through the
dirt of a centuries-old vineyard;
tucking into a local dish at an
inn leaning from time; inhaling
the must and spice of a barrel
room with the winemaker as

guide—these are the travel

gems, with an eye for both the
budget-minded traveler and the
hom vivant, Happy travels! >>>
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@)‘}l 10 BEST WINE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 2012

ocated in the foothills of Northern Hungary, the Tokaj-Hegyalja wine region has been famous for its
delicious sweet wines for centuries. Wine has been produced here since the third century, but the re-
gion became internationally renowned when Louis XIV served it to his court at Versailles in 1703 and
named it the “wine of kings, the king of wines.” France produces a similar and perhaps better-known
wine—Santernes—whose sugar is also concentrated by botrvtis, or noble rot. In 2002, UNESCO declared Tokaj a

Rules in Tokaj regarding vineyard selection, terrace
construction and irrigation were established in 1641,

World Heritage Site and recognized more than 1,000 continuous vears of Tokaji Aszi production,

L WHERE T TASTE: visit Diszncké for its spectacu-
u lar architecture that combines decorative elements of the
18th century, a Baroque watchtower and a modern circular building
designed by the award-winning Hungarian architect, Dezsd Ekler.
Don‘t miss the wonderful wines of Dobogd, just steps from Tokaj's
main town square. Owned by 1zabella Zwack of the Zwack Unicum
family, Dobogd will delight you with its rustic Old World charm, qual-
ity dry white wines and delicious Tokaji Aszis. The labyrinth of tun-
nels criss-crossing under Oremus represents some of the finest wine
cellars in the region. You could easily get lost amid the bottles and
barrels, many of which are age-old.
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PROMINENT GRAPE VARIETIES: The indig-

enous varieties Harslevell, Furmint, Sarga Muskotaly, Zéta,
Kabar and Kéwvérszold are the only ones permitted to be grown under
the Tokaji denomination. Long, warm autumns and river mists create
a perfect climate for the noble rot found in Tokaji Aszu,
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L. ] WHERE TO DINE: Enjoy fresh game
MI birds and wild boar at Gréf Degenfeld
Castle, the former family hunting lodge of the
Austro-Hungarian Habsburgs. Old World ele-
gance, cascading crystal chandeliers and an
excellent wine list will make you feel like roy-
alty. Check out Os Kajan in Tolcsva, run by an
affable French couple who masterfully blend
local flavors and French technigue with their
beautiful décor. Or dine at Diszndoko's excel-
lent winery restaurant, Sarga Borhaz.

WHERE TO STAY: Grof Degenfeld Cas-
tle Hotel recalls the opulence of the Em-
pire. Andrassy Kuria Hotel and 5pa is a great
place to unwind with a vinotherapy massage.
Madi Kdria Hotel feels like a French country inn.
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WHEN TO GO:
May wshers in the Tokaj
Wine Festival, while Oc-
tober brings the Harvest
Festival,

OTHER ACTIVITIES:

: Cyclists will love the beautiful- §
Iy maintained EurcVelo bicycle 8
trails around the region, while i

history buffs will enjoy the archi- [
tecture and village walking tours. &
Make sure to save some time for [
a day hike in the Zemplén Hills
or kayak down the Bodrog River.
Families can enjoy a scenic motor-
boat trip up the Tisza.

LOCAL IN-THE-KNOW:
lzabella Zwack, owner of Dobogd
Winery, recommends exploring on
foot: “Stand at the top of the 5t.
Tamas Vineyard in Mad and look
out over one of the most beauti-
ful valleys in the world. If you vis-
it during harvest, follow the wom-
en as they harvest Aszd to see the
precision that is involved in picking
these grapes, one by one.”
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